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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A- An automatic analyzer comprising: 

a reagent bottle containing a liquid reagent and having an opening through 
which the reagent is sampled out of said reagent bottle, said opening being closed 
by a seal to shield off the reagent from an external atmosphere; 

a reagent sampling arm , having a nozzle, for sampling the liquid reagent in 
said reagent bottle to the outside through said opening; 

a reaction cell in which a sample is mixed with the reagent sampled by said 
reagent sampling arm; and 

measuring means for measuring reaction between the sample and the 
reagent, 

said automatic analyzer further comprising: 

a seal piercing tool capab l e of boing fitt e d ov e r a nozzl e o f-sa id r eagent 
camp li ng arm to p i erce th e s e al of said r e ag e nt bott l e for piercing the seal of said 
reagent bottle, said seal piercing tool having a fitting portion to be fitted to said 
nozzle of said reagent sampling arm ; 

a stationary container for accommodating containing said seal piercing tool 
when-not-used; and 

reagent sampling means having a moving mechanism for moving said 
reagent sampling arm, said reagent sampling means controlling said moving 
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mechanism for fitting said seal piercing tool contained In said stationary container to 
said nozzle of said reagent sampling arm, withdrawing said seal piercing tool fitted to 
said nozzle from said stationary container, and piercing said seal of said reagent 
bottle, with said seal piercing tool fitted to said nozzle, a m e ch a n is m for t a k i ng s a id 
se a l pi e rcing tool out of said container and fitting said sea l p i oroing tool to said 
roagont c ampling a rm befor e th e s tart of p ie rc i ng th e-se a l of s a i d r e ag e nt bott ler-and 
for returning said seal piercing tool to said stationary c ontaine r - aftor tho ond of tho 
ee al pioroing . 

2. (currently amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising a w herein said moving mechanism is controlled f or fitting said seal 
piercing tool over the nozzle of said reagent sampling arm by inserting the nozzle 
into said seal piercing tool accommodat e d contained in said stationary container 
from above when said seal piercing tool is to be fitted, and for removing said seal 
piercing tool from the nozzle of said reagent sampling arm by inserting said reagent 
sampling arm, including said seal piercing tool fitted over the nozzle, into said 
stationary container when said seal piercing tool is to be removed. 

3. (previously presented) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 1 , 
wherein said seal piercing tool includes a lockable lever to prevent slipping-off of 
said seal piercing tool from said reagent sampling arm. 

4. (currently amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising: 
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a rotatable disk on which a plurality of reagent bottles are arranged along a 
circumference of said disk; [[and]] 

a -wherein said moving mechanism is controlled for moving said reagent 
sampling arm, including said seal piercing tool fitted over the nozzle, to a reagent 
sampling position, descending said reagent sampling arm to pierce the seal of a first 
reagent bottle, and then repeating the operation of piercing the seal of a next reagent 
bottle after rotating said disk. 

5. (currently amended) A-An automatic analyzer c ompr i slna accordinq to 
claim 1 : 

a roagont bott l o contain i ng a l iqu i d roogont and having an open i ng - throu gh 
wh i ch th e r e ag e nt i s sam ple d out of said r e agont bottl er-sai d op e n ing bein g c lo s ed 
by a soal to s hield off th e roagont - from an exte rna l atmosphere ? 

a r e agont sampling arm for s ampling tho li qu i d roog o nt in said roagontbott Je 

to tho - oute i do through caid open i ng - 

a r e action co ll in -w h ic h a s ample i s m i xed with th o r e a gent sampl e d by said 

roagont s a mpling arm; and 

: — measur i ng means for measuring reactio n between the sample and-tho 

r eag e nt, 

sa i d automatic analyz e r further comprising: 

a s e a l piercing too l capab l e of boing fitted ovor - Q -ft ezzle o f sa id r e agont 

samp li ng - arm to p ierce the sea l of said - re agent bo tt le; 

a stat i onary cont aine r for accommodating saids ealpiefGi ng tool when not 

usod; - 
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a- m e chan i sm for taking said soal p ie rcing too l out of said container andf i tt i ng 

s aid s e a l piercing t o ol to s a i d r c ag o nt samp l ing arm before - th e-s t a rt of pieremg-the 
seal of s aid r e ag e nt bott l o, and for - roturning said se a l piorcing too l to said container 
after the ondof - tho -sealpie rc i ng; and 

a r e ag e nt - sampling arm - w herein said moving mechanism is controlled f or 
moving said reagent sampling arm on a straight l ino ^path along which one or more 
openings of one or more reagent bottles, said stationary container, and a reagent 
dispensing position to said reaction cell are arranged. 

6. (currently amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 5 f furth er 
comprising a w herein said moving mechanism is controlled for fitting said seal 
piercing tool over the nozzle of said reagent sampling arm by inserting the nozzle 
into said seal piercing tool aGGommodate d- contained in said stationary container 
from above when said seal piercing tool is to be fitted, and for removing said seal 
piercing tool from the nozzle of said reagent sampling arm by inserting said reagent 
sampling arm, including said seal piercing tool fitted over the nozzle, into said 
stationary container when said seal piercing tool is to be removed, 

said moving mechanism functioning to couple and decouple said seal piercing 
tool and said reagent sampling arm wttfr -with a combination of movement of said 
seal piercing tool along said straight - l i ne - path and vertical movement thereof. 

7. (canceled) 
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8. (previously presented) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 1, 
wherein said seal piercing tool has a slidable guide, said reagent bottle has a guide 
for guiding said seal piercing tool, and said seal piercing tool and said reagent bottle 
are aligned with each other through engagement between both the guides in a seal 
piercing operation. 
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